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the school of the Saryastivadms. Yuan-chuang here tells a
curious story about the two brothers and a great scholar who
was a friend and disciple of Asanga, by name Fo-te-seng-ha-s
translated by Shih-tzu-chiao or ''Lion-intelligence*', the Sanskrit
original being Buddha-shwha. These three Brethren made an
agreement that when one of them died and went to Heaven he
should come back to earth at the first opportunity to enlighten
the survivors as to his circumstances. The first to die was the
disciple Buddhasiniha, but in Heaven he forgot his promise.
Then three years afterwards Yasubandhu died and went to Tu-
shita Heaven. He had been dead six months, and no message
had come from him, so the heretics declared that he and Buddha-
simha had gone to a bad place. But at length Yasubandhu
remembering his agreement found it in his power to keep it.
So in the form of a Deva-rishi he descended to earth and visited
his brother, telling him how he and Buddha-simha had fared in
Maitreya's Paradise.

The story here given about the death of Vasubandhu
is at variance with the accounts of the brothers given in
the Life of Yasubandhu, and other works, according to
which the elder brother dies first, leaving the younger
brother still living and writing.

The pilgrim next tells of an old monastery 40 li north-west
from Asanga's chapel, and having its north side close to the
Ganges. Within this a brick tope marked the place at which the
conversion of Vasubandhu to Mahayamsm began. According to
the version of the story here given Yasubandhu, having come
from North India to Ayudha, heard a portion of the Mahayana
treatise 8Mh-ti-ching (+ $& f$jO recited by a disciple of Asanga,
and was thereby led to reflect. He became convinced that he
had been wrong as a Hinayanist opponent of Mahayanism, and
was ready to cut out his tongue as the offending member which
had reviled the "Great Vehicle". But his elder brother, who
had wished to bring about Yasubandhu's conversion, interfered
and taught him to use his tongue in the praise and preaching
of his new creed.

In other works Asanga uses the pretext of fatal sickness
to bring his brother from Ayodhya to visit him at Puru-
shapura, and there reasons with him and converts him to
Mahayanism. After the death of Asanga, his brother com-
posed several treatises all expounding and defending Maha-